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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Transcendentalism: What do you think?
	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District


	
	[Unit Title]
Reading for information
	NRS EFL(s)
1 – 3 

	TIME FRAME
One, 120-minute class

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.1

W.3.1
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.1.1
S.2.1

S.3.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4

W.3.3
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.2.6
R.3.8
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.1.3

L.2.4

L.3.4

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Learners will apply context clues and vocabulary resources to understand academic vocabulary in a text. 
· Learners will participate in a formal group discussion, recording text main ideas/details, thoughts, and questions.

· Learners will write a short personal response, sharing their opinion on transcendentalism. 


	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Learners will demonstrate understanding of main ideas and details by presenting these as a summary to a larger group.
· Learners will demonstrate understanding of key vocabulary by correctly applying vocabulary words in a cloze reading activity. 
· Learners will respond to a prompt by organizing their opinion on Transcendentalism into a short response.

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Can identify main idea and supporting details in a text

· Experience using text features to locate information in a text

· Knowledge of how to use a dictionary or thesaurus.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Post the following question on the board: What is Transcendentalism?  Give learners a chance to brain storm/ recall any prior knowledge they might have on the subject. Record their thoughts on the board as they share them. Ask them if they have ever heard of the first part of the word: Transcend? This might spark some additional thoughts/connections. 
2. Introduce Transcendentalism with the short video: The Definition of Transcendentalism 

3. As a class, come up with a working definition for Transcendentalism. Record this on a large sticky notepaper in the center of the web, adding characteristics around it. 

4. Handout Transcendentalism Jigsaw Group Questions according to each student’s assigned number (each group has different questions to consider). Give the individual a few minutes to review the questions before joining larger groups. 
5. Assign learners numbers 1-3 and then ask all number 1’s to group in one area of the classroom and so on and so forth for number 2 and 3. Each “home” group should discuss the questions, recording additional thoughts they have and noting similarities within their group. 10 minutes
6. Come back together as a whole class, allowing each group to share three highlights from their discussion.  *Highlights can include: resulting thoughts, interesting points made, similarities/ differences amongst responses. Add to or adjust the original definition and characteristics that were charted earlier.
7. Explain to learners that although this philosophical movement began in the 1840’s, it still is apparent in modern times. Show Transcendentalism in Modern Society encouraging discussion and sharing of additional examples throughout. During the presentation, learners should fill in their Concept Map with main ideas.  

8. Next students will be provided a copy of an excerpt from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Walden”.  Assign each learner number 1-3 and then give them time to read the associated paragraph of the excerpt that corresponds with their number. 

9. Learners will then work in their home groups (1-3) to analyze their paragraph of the excerpt, identifying vocabulary and transcendentalist ideas in the text by highlighting and making notes in the margins (active reading).
10. Once groups have had time to read and discuss their excerpts and organize the main ideas/ characteristics of transcendentalism, re-group them according to their numbers so that each new group has representation from 1-3, for each paragraph of the text. 

11. Within their new group, representatives from each “home” group will share a summary of their section with the larger group, discussing main ideas. As a group they will also complete the Cloze reading activity. By the end, the group will have discussed the entire excerpt. 

12. To conclude, bring the class back together and revisit the definition for transcendentalism. How did reading the excerpt from “Walden” help them to understand the Transcendentalist view?  Brief discussion

13. As an exit slip, learners will respond to the following prompt: Transcendentalism had a great impact in the 1800’s. Do you believe this is a good philosophy for today? Support your opinion with examples from the text, presentations, and/or your own experience.
	RESOURCES

Whiteboard with Dry Erase Markers /or/ chart paper with markers

Projector, ability to project
Laptop/computer for instructor
Internet access

Highlighters for student use

The Definition of Transcendentalism. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://youtu.be/yNMueK8C8uw
Learner copies of Transcendentalism Jigsaw Group Questions (attached)
Day, C. (2013, November 3). Transcendentalism in Modern Society. Retrieved from https://prezi.com/pjyjiqbvgnas/transcendentalism-in-modern-society/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
Learner copies of Concept Map
Concept Map [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://studenthandouts.com/01-Web-Pages/2013-10/concept-map-worksheet-two-concepts.pdf
Learner copies of Excerpt from “Walden” (1854( Ralph Waldo Emerson
Excerpt from "Walden"(1854) Ralph Waldo Emerson. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://rewordify.com/ptmnr6bkrhdph6
Learner copies of the Cloze Activity (attached)
Cloze Activity. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://rewordify.com/ptmnr6bkrhdph6
· Select “Print/Learning Activities” and then “Cloze Activity”

Learner copies of the Transcendentalism Exit Slip (attached)



	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Jigsaw groups can be organized to represent different levels
· Rewordify text for levels- If you do not want to use the text as I have rewordified it, go to rewordify.com and copy/paste a portion of the excerpt from “Walden” found at http://www.oercommons.org/courses/26f-transcendentalism-an-american-philosophy/view. You can change activities, etc. 
· Visual presentation



	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Transcendentalism Jigsaw Group Questions

Group One

· How are you affected by nature? Do you find comfort in it? Do you reflect the moods of nature? 

· What is the role of nature in your life? 

Group Two

· What is meant by an individual’s spiritual side? How to you define it? 

· Is there a connection between the individual's spirit and nature? If so, what is that connection? 

Group Three

· What does it mean to know something intuitively? For example, has a parent or a sibling ever known something was wrong with you without having talked with or seen you? What do we mean when we say "I just know it"? 

· How do you demonstrate that you are an individual? Do you think independently of others or do you follow the crowd?

Name:
Cloze Activity:
Word Bank:
a dozen, civilized, clout, concluded that, cranes, dead reckoning, deliberately, essential, excursion, fable, founder, frittered away, genuine, glorify, hastily, in the midst, indeed, marrow, pygmies, resignation, rout, simplicity, spartan, sturdily, sublime, superfluous, swath, uncertainty, virtue, wretchedness.

Instructions: Write the correct word in the blanks. Use the Word Bank for reference.

"I went to the woods because I wished to live _________________, to front only the _________________ facts of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; nor did I wish to practice _________________, unless it was quite necessary. I wanted to live deep and suck out all the _________________ of life, to live so _________________ and _________________-like as to put to _________________ all that was not life, to cut a broad _________________ and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and _________________ meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world; or if it were _________________, to know it by experience, and be able to give a true account of it in my next _________________. For most men, it appears to me, are in a strange _________________ about it, whether it is of the devil or of God, and have somewhat _________________ _________________ it is the chief end of man here to "_________________ God and enjoy him forever.""Still we live meanly, like ants; though the _________________ tells us that we were long ago changed into men; like _________________ we fight with _________________; it is error upon error, and _________________ upon _________________, and our best _________________ has for its occasion a _________________ and evitable _________________. Our life is _________________ by detail. An honest man has hardly need to count more than his ten fingers, or in extreme cases he may add his ten toes, and lump the rest. _________________, _________________, _________________! I say, let your affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand; instead of a million count half _________________, and keep your accounts on your thumb-nail. _________________ of this chopping sea of _________________ life, such are the clouds and storms and quicksands and thousand-and-one items to be allowed for, that a man has to live, if he would not _________________ and go to the bottom and not make his port at all, by _________________, and he must be a great calculator _________________ who succeeds. Simplify, simplify."

 

 

Transcendentalism Exit Slip
	Transcendentalism had a great impact in the 1800’s. Do you believe this is a good philosophy for today? Support your opinion with examples from the text, presentations, and/or your own experience.



	Transcendentalism had a great impact in the 1800’s. Do you believe this is a good philosophy for today? Support your opinion with examples from the text, presentations, and/or your own experience.
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